
Th e Defense  of Jisr Al Doreaa

Practical Exercise  9  “R esponsible Leadersh ip”

(Instructor Notes)

Practical Exercise  Guidance

In th e  beginning of th e  book  2LT Connors  is  focus ed on getting h is  CAB and s e e ing com bat. At th e  end of 

th e  book  h e  state s  “Bidding goodbye  to Doreaa, I realized th at w ar isn’t about glory and Silver Stars  it’s  

about bringing h om e  Soldiers  alive and m ak ing re spons ible decis ions . Getting in firefigh ts  and raiding 

buildings  is  exciting but creating a lasting stability is  real victory.” W h y did h is  focus  ch ange? Is  

re spons ible leaders h ip im portant?

Tas k : D iscus s  your th ough ts  on th e  role of th e  Platoon Leader in com bat

Conditions : Given th e  sam e  m is s ion and troops  th at w ere  available to 2LT Connors .

Standards : D iscus s  th e  difference  betw e en a “glory s e e k ing” leader and a re spons ible leader in com bat. 

Discus s  w h y young leaders  som etim e s  fail to m ak e  re spons ible decis ions .

Talk ing Points

Us ing your ow n e xpe rie nce s  discus s  th e  ne e d for re spons ible  de cis ions . D iscus s  th e  w e igh t of 

re spons ibility place d on a platoon le ade r.




